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Where one cannot altogether escape from either, a votary of ahimsa
should try to avoid direct hima"
I would earnestly request you critically to examine and discuss these
three Jain principles of ahimsa in Navajivan. I notice that there is a
vital difference between your view of ahimsa and that of the Jains.
Whereas your view of ahimsa is based on the philosophy of action, that
of the Jains is based on that of renunciation of action. The present is an
era of action. If the principle of ahimsa be an eternal and universal princi-
ple untrammelled by time and place, it seems to me that there is a
great need to stimulate the people's mind to think out for themselves as
to how the principle of ahimsa that has so far been confined to the field
of renunciation only can be worked in present-day life of action and what
form it will take when applied to this new environment.
It is with the utmost reluctance that I have to enter into a
discussion of these principles. I know the risks of such discussion.
But I see no escape from it. As for the first principle I have already
expressed my opinion on it in a previous portion of this article.
It is my firm conviction that the principle of clinging to life in all
circumstances betrays cowardice and is the cause of much of the
himsa that goes on around us and blind adherence to this principle
is bound to increase instead of reducing himsa. It seems to me
that if this Jain principle is really as it is here enunciated, it is a
hindrance to the attainment of salvation. For instance a person
who is constantly praying for salvation will never wish to continue
his life at the expense of another's. Only a person steeped in igno-
rance who cannot even remotely understand what salvation means
would wish to continue life on any terms. The sine qua non of
salvation is a total annihilation of all desire. How dare, then, an
aspirant for salvation be sordidly selfish or wish to preserve his
perishable body at all cost? Descending from the field of salva-
tion to that of the family, one's country, or the world of humanity,
we again find innumerable instances of men and women who
have dedicated themselves to the service of their family, their
country or the world at large in entire disregard of their own
life and this ideal of utter self-sacrifice and self-abnegation at pre-
sent is being inculcated throughout the world. To hang on to
life at all cost seems to me the very height of selfishness. Let
however nobody understand me to mean that one may try to wean
another even from such sordid egoism by force. I am adducing
the argument merely to show the fallacy of the doctrine of will
to live at all cost
As for the second, I do not know whether it can at all be